Zoning Board of Appeals

Minutes

July 28, 2010

Call to Order:
Steve Pearson, Director of Planning, Building and Zoning Department called the meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals to order at approximately 8:20 p.m. Wednesday July 28th, 2010.

Roll Call:
Those present were Malcolm Winters, Frank Deaton, Williams Folds, and Cindy Norwood, Secretary.  Carol Lindsey and Christophe Buggs were unable to attend.
Also present were Steve Pearson, Director and Mike Tuttle, Deputy Director of Planning, Building and Zoning Department.  

New Business:
Steve Pearson handed out the Zoning Board of Appeals handbook to the Board members. Steve Pearson stated, “The primary function of the Zoning Board of Appeals is to consider and render decisions that relax certain standards or requirements of the zoning ordinance based on site configuration and other unusual circumstances that exist on a particular site.  The Zoning Board of Appeals is authorized to grant a variance to the zoning ordinance as long as the variance will not be contrary to the public interest, safety or welfare and substantial justice is done.  A granted variance, must be the minimum variance that will make possible the use of the land, building or structure.

The Zoning Board of Appeals is the final administrative review body of the City. A decision by the Zoning Board of Appeals is final. Any person, firm or corporation jointly of severally aggrieved by any decision of the Board of Appeals may seek review of such decision in the Superior Court of Clayton County, Georgia. 

For instance: A typical variance process;

· Applicant submits an application for variance, pay non-refundable fee of $250.00. The application will contain a written summary explaining any extraordinary or exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular property that qualifies it for a variance. I review the application as it relates to Forest Park’s zoning and development codes and prepare a staff report. The staff report contains a summary and background of the proposed variance and describes the zoning ordinance or provision that the requested variance seeks to relax.  

· The subject property is posted with a sign(s) notifying the public of the proposed zoning variance and it will also depict meeting date, time and location of the required public hearing.

· Legal ad for the required public hearing by the Zoning Board of Appeals is published in the Clayton News Daily for two (2) consecutive weeks prior to the hearing. 

· Zoning Board of Appeals holds a public hearing to consider the variance application, staff report and public comment and render its decision as to whether or not the variance will be granted.”  

Mr. Pearson also advised the Board members that Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) would hold their Board of Zoning Appeals course in November and it is mandatory that all new Board members receive the certificate from this course. The City will pay for the course and provide transportation to and from the meetings. The Board would be provided with dates and agendas for that in the near future.  

Election of Officers:
Mr. Pearson advised that due to two (2) Board members that were unable to attend this meeting (07/28/2010); the election to vote for Chairman and Vice-Chairman would be held at the first meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

Tax Information:
Mr. Pearson handed out income tax paperwork to be filled out by members along with stamped envelopes for return to City Hall’s Finance Dept. 

Mr. Folds asked what needed to be done if you do not wish to get paid for the meetings. Mr. Pearson stated he needed to write a letter to the City advising of his desire to not be paid for the meetings. 
Photos for IDs:
Mr. Tuttle took photographs of the Board members for the Zoning Board of Appeals identification badges. 

Other Business:

None.  

Adjournment:
Malcolm Winters made a motion to adjourn. William Folds seconded the motion. Voting on the motion was unanimous. 
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